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lost. In the introduction to Ms translation of the Decades of
Peter Martyr, he expresses contempt for the previous issue, en-
titled, Of the newefounde landes, as 'a shiete of printed paper
(more worthy so to be called than a boke).' He had witnessed
the splendours of the marriage procession of Philip and Mary,
and was moved by its 'within significance' for the future of
England. His rendering is simple, direct and forcible, and, in
a poetical epilogue entitled ' Thinterpretours excuse/ he says he
has not been very curious to avoid 'the scornes of Rhinoceros
nose/ nor ' the fyled judgment of severe Aristarchus.'
I am not eloquent I know it ryght well;
If I be not barbarous I desyre no more;
I have not for every woorde asked counsell
Of eloquent Eliot or Syr Thomas Moore,
Take it therefore as I have intended;
The faultes with favour may soon be amended.
Eden was not content to point out merely what foreigners had
accomplished; he desired to show what were the fruits of their
discoveries and to explain the secrets of land, sea and stars which
must be known to those who would follow in their footsteps.
Accordingly, in 1561, at the expense of certain members of the
Muscovy company, he published, under the title of The Arte of
Navigation, a translation of Martin Cortes's Breve compendia de
la Sphera y de la arte de navigar, printed at Seville in 1556.
He likewise busied himself with gathering together the records
of the Muscovy voyages, which formed so valuable a part of the
subsequent collection of Halduyt.
With the writings of Richard Eden, we reach the great age
of maritime discovery, though still the stream of literature is
small and intermittent Two years before he published or wrote,
Sir Hugh Willoughby, with the object of reaching Cathay, had
sailed, in 1553, upon that voyage to the north-east in which he
perished. Hakluyt has preserved the records of that great
effort, and he presents to us the striking picture of Sebastian
Cabot, as 'governour of the mysterie and companie of the Marchants
adventurers,' laying down his wise ordinances and instructions
for the intended voyage. The captain-general, the pilot-major
(who was Richard Chancellor), the masters, merchants and other
officers were to be
jso knit and accorded in nnitie, love, conformitie, and obedience in everie degree
on all sides, tbat no dissention, variance or contention may rise or spring
betwixt them and the mariners of this companie to the damage or hindrance
of the voyage*